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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGE-
MENT DISTRICT PYTHON ELIMI-
NATION PROGRAM 
(Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss an 
invasive and dangerous species destroy-
ing our Everglades ecosystem. 

Geoff Roepstorff, pictured here, is a 
constituent who is a banker by day and 
a python hunter by night. I hunted 
with Geoff and killed some of these 
pythons while participating in the 
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict Python Elimination Program. 
One of the pythons I killed is hanging 
in my office today. You can come by 
and see it. 

The elimination program has re-
moved over 820 snakes from south Flor-
ida, but as of now, they can’t hunt in-
side the Everglades National Park be-
cause of Interior regulations. These 
predators eat up small animals and dis-
rupt our ecosystem throughout the Ev-
erglades and even eat panthers, bob-
cats, and alligators, and they pose a 
threat to humans. The South Florida 
Water Management District Python 
Elimination Program incentivizes 
members of the public to assist in 
hunting and eliminating these invasive 
species. 

I want to especially thank Mike 
Kirkland and Tia Barnett from South 
Florida Water Management District for 
their work on this program, and I say 
that now is the time to allow experi-
enced and trained hunters like Geoff 
Roepstorff and others, as part of the 
elimination program, to be allowed to 
hunt and eliminate pythons in Ever-
glades National Park. 

BIDDING FAREWELL TO GOV-
ERNOR BRENDAN BYRNE OF 
NEW JERSEY 

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, New Jersey said its 
final good-bye to a tireless advocate, 
dedicated leader, and wonderful man 
who just happened to also have been 
our Governor. Brendan Byrne, our two- 
term Governor, never let the weight of 
his office bog him down. He will be re-
membered for his wit, his passion, and 
the force of his will. 

Governor Byrne helped inspire and 
instill honorable characteristics of 
public service into generations of New 
Jerseyans. I consider myself blessed to 
be among them. 

It is a bittersweet moment to bid 
farewell to Governor Byrne. I will long 
keep Ruthie and Tom and the entire 
Byrne family in my thoughts and in 
my prayers as their loved ones and, in-
deed, New Jersey has suffered a tre-
mendous loss. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WAYZATA HIGH 
SCHOOL 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Wayzata High 
School on being named Minnesota’s 
best public school by USA Today. 

Strong public schools are the founda-
tion of our community, and while Min-
nesota has many great public and pri-
vate schools, Wayzata does stand out 
among them. The schools are evaluated 
on standardized test scores, student- 
teacher ratios, graduation rates, Ad-
vanced Placement enrollment, and 
more. Wayzata High School has over 
3,200 students, a student ratio of 17 to 
1, and an average SAT score of 1420. 

Across the Nation, 80 percent of stu-
dents graduate from high school. In 
Minnesota, 88 percent graduate, and in 
Wayzata, 93 percent of their students 
graduate. Their Advanced Placement 
enrollment is high, Mr. Speaker. Over 
25 percent of 10th graders, 36 percent of 
11th graders, and 34 percent of seniors 
are enrolled in AP classes at Wayzata. 

Mr. Speaker, Principal Scott 
Gengler, all of the teachers and staff, 
students and parents, and the Spartan 
community deserve this recognition. 
Congratulations to Wayzata High 
School. 

f 

HONORING JORDAN THOMAS FOR 
RECEIVING THE RHODES SCHOL-
ARSHIP 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jordan Thomas, a sen-

ior at Princeton University and a grad-
uate of University High School in New-
ark, New Jersey, for being selected as a 
2018 Rhodes Scholar, one of only 32 in 
the country. 

This young man, who graduated high 
school in my district, is the first New-
ark Public Schools student in over a 
decade to receive this prestigious 
honor. 

In addition to getting straight A’s 
since his freshman year at Princeton, 
Jordan is writing a thesis on school- 
based support services that Newark 
Public Schools offers pregnant and par-
enting teens. 

In the next year, he will be taking 
his talents abroad to study social pol-
icy at Oxford College in England. Jor-
dan plans to return to his home of 
Newark as a public servant. He told the 
Star Ledger newspaper: ‘‘Newark built 
me. Newark shaped me.’’ As a lifelong 
resident of Newark myself, I know that 
feeling. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Jordan 
Thomas for his successes, service, and 
future. His love for his community 
shows that our country’s future is in 
good hands. 

f 

b 1645 

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPRECIATION DAY 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day. 

Law enforcement officers coura-
geously put their lives on the line to 
protect our homes, our businesses, and 
our schools. They are truly the unsung 
heroes of our communities. We are 
grateful to the men and women in blue 
who service the front line of defense 
here at home. 

Today and every day, we must stand 
with our members of law enforcement 
and their families to honor the sac-
rifices and the contributions they 
make to ensure that our families re-
main safe. 

I also especially thank the United 
States Capitol Police force, who work 
each day to ensure that Members, staff, 
and visitors to the Nation’s Capital are 
safe and secure. 

Let us not forget to honor the service 
and sacrifice of all who serve in law en-
forcement, especially in New York 
State: our New York State Police, the 
New York State Park Police, county, 
city, and village police forces, and, of 
course, corrections officers throughout 
the great State of New York. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT DEBRA 
CLAYTON AND DEPUTY NORM 
LEWIS 

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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